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• Please describe your educational background.  

I attended Fifty-Ninth Elementary, Horace Mann 

Middle & Crenshaw High School. I received my 

business administration degree from California State 

University—Los Angeles and my master’s degree 

from Polytech University.  

 

• Why did you become interested in 

government?  

I was always an appointed official—Santa Monica 

Police Chief; and then I became an elected official 

because people asked me to run for mayor as the city 

was becoming bankrupt and  needed new changes.  

 

• How as the City of Inglewood changed over the 

years?  

That’s an interesting question. Demographics have 

changed drastically. When I was growing up, I used to 

swim at Vincent Park. They use to charge African-

Americans more to swim than whites due to Jim Crow 

laws. After the 1960’s things began to change. Now, 

the city is more diverse-- 51% Latino and 47% African-

American, and 3% Other (Asian & Whites).  Also, our 

crime has declined as well.  
 

• Do you reside in Inglewood? 

Yes, I do. I live in the Morningside Park area.  

 

• What is the most challenging & favorite part of 

your job?  

The most challenging part is when you have to make 

decisions related to public policy (e.g. rent control; 

being able to accommodate both long term residents 

and business investors). My favorite part of my job is 

seeing the unemployment rate drop from 17.5% to 

5.2%--the lowest in thirty years; hiring & training 

released felons on the stadium project; and providing 

an environment where people have opportunities. 

  

• What are your next plans in your career?  

I plan to run for another term. My mother always 

said, “You may not have done what you wanted to do, 

but you have done what you needed to do.” The best 

thing is to prepare myself for the next opportunity 

that will come before me. It’s important to create 

habits of greatness. Successful people are those who 

are prepared to do what they have been called to do.  
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